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UPCOMING EVENTS in 2009

January 24 & 25
10th Annual “Face off against Breast Cancer”

Coming in March

DJT Roadrally

April 4

Cabin Fever Reliever, with Bill Kirchen and
The Starline Rhythm Boys

September 26
10th Annual Evening Song Event

Log on for more information

www.cpspvt.org

The CPSP Emergency Fund is sustained from fund-raising efforts such as our
annual Evening Song Event, Dragonheart, generous grants and donations
from people like you. This program benefits patients who are currently in

treatment and undergoing financial difficulty. Here are some facts to ponder.

$119,265 Given to patients in financial crisis from December
2007 through November 2008

676 Patients served over the past year

17 - 84 Age range of recipients

$500 Cap per person

Where the money is spent:

Transportation expenses, Utilities, Housing expenses, Medical
supplies, Co-payment assistance, Insurance payments, Respite
care

In addition, the Emergency Fund issues gas, food and phone cards,
taxi vouchers and parking passes for patients in financial crisis for
immediate use.

The generous donation from Dragonheart Vermont for our Emergency
Fund will helpfully assist patients in need for only 9 months.

Thank you for all your support.

7TH ANNUAL BENEFIT CONCERT
Put on your dancing shoes!

On Saturday April 4th, 2009 Rockabilly Hall
of Famer, and Grammy® Nominee, Bill Kirchen will
return to perform with Vermont’s favorite honky-
tonkers, the Starline Rhythm Boys as Smith, Bell
& Thompson Insurance presents their 7th Annual
Benefit Concert for CPSP. Kirchen played and sang
with Commander Cody & his Lost Planet Airmen
for ten years and played lead guitar on their Top Ten
hit “Hot Rod Lincoln.” His latest solo release, “Ham-
mer of The Honky-Tonk Gods,” reached #5 on the
Americana charts earlier last year.

In addition to Kirchen and the Starline Rhythm
Boys will be Girl Howdy and a guest appearance by
Elisabeth von Trapp who performs throughout the
world, and is the granddaughter of the legendary Ma-
ria and Baron von Trapp.

For more details, photos, and video clips of Bill
and The Starline Rhythm Boys from last years concert,
visit www.cpspvt.org  For sponsorship opportunities
or general event info, please contact Doug Grabn at
802-658-4600 or dgrabn@sbrtinsurance.com

CONNECTIONS

2008 DRAGONHEART FESTIVAL:

Thank you

Dragonheart
Yermont!

Hard work, rain and a
lot of fun benefir CPSPs
Emergency Fund

On October 7, 2008, the Dragonheart
Committee presented the Cancer Patient Sup-
port Program’s Emergency Fund with a check
for $90,000. Incredible! CPSP is so grateful
to the Dragonboat Festival and their board
for this over the top, unexpected grant to our
Emergency Fund. We are thrilled beyond be-
lief. With a difficult economy, rising unem-
ployment and the ever-increasing number of
patients secking assistance from the Emergen-
cy Fund, this donation could not have come at
a better time.

The Dragonboat Festival has been in opera-
tion since 2004. The goal of the organization is
to provide funding for programs that provide a
community service to oncology patients. Since
that time, various organizations have written
grants to be the recipients of the festival races.
This year the CPSP Development Commit-
tee wrote a grant in support of the Emergency
Fund and out of many, many proposals, CPSP
was chosen for this year’s beneficiary.
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Presenting a check for $90,000 to CPSP Board Chair Manon O’Connor and founding member Loretta
Muss (second and third from left) were Dragonhearts Karen Meyer (left) and founder Linda Dyer (fourth
[from left) at a reception held in Dragonhearts honor on October 7 at the Lake View House.

On Sunday August 3, over 90 teams gath-
ered at the Burlington Waterfront to partici-
pate in the races. The day loomed rainy, cold
and pretty miserable, but that did not dampen
the enthusiasm of any of the teams. Tent city
was set up, drummers were costumed, prac-
tices co-coordinated, food was brought to sus-
tain the paddlers and all in all it was a stellar
event. Most of the participants have not had
this much fun playing in the mud, with per-
mission, since they were five years old.

The Cancer Patient Support Program put
together an incredible team, complete with
chants, lots of team spirit and camaraderie.
We competed in three events. We did so well
in our first race that we stayed for the second
and then the third. We came in 15th of 90 plus

boats. Not bad for our first time out.

The partnership of Dragonheart, Vermont
and the Cancer Patient Support Program is
one of two like-minded organizations fervent-
ly working to help patients, young and old,
through the toughest time in their lives.

— Loretta Muss

See the back page for some facts and figures
about Our Emergency Fund and how this
money will be spent.

Want to get INVOLVED?

go to: www.ridethedragon.org

for more info. on the 2009 Lake
Champlain Dragon Boat Festival




